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house for burial, but is placed in an earthen vessel and
is buried in the doorway or in the yard of the house.
Some say that this is done in order that the mother
may bear another child."1 Here in Bilaspore the people
have devised a very simple way of identifying a dead
person when he or she is born again as an infant. When
anybody dies, they mark the body with soot or oil, and the
next baby born in the family with a similar mark is hailed
as the departed come to life again.2 Among the Kois
of the Godavari district, in Southern India, the dead are
usually burnt, but the bodies of children and of young men
and women are buried. If a child dies within a month of
its birth, it is generally buried close to the house " so that
the rain, dripping from the eaves, may fall upon the grave
and thereby cause the parents to be blessed with another
child."3 Apparently it is supposed that the soul of the
dead child, refreshed and revived by the rain, will pass again
into the mother's womb. Indian criminal records contain
many cases in which " the ceremonial killing of a male child
has been performed as a cure for barrenness, the theory being
that the soul of the murdered boy becomes reincarnated in
the woman, who performs the rite with a desire to secure
offspring. Usually she effects union with the spirit of the
child by bathing over its body or in the water in which the
corpse has been washed. Cases have recently occurred
in which the woman actually bathed in the blood of the
child." 4
On the fifth day after a death the Gonds perform the Bringing
ceremony of bringing back the soul.    They go to the bank ^0*fbe
of a river, call aloud the name of the deceased, and entering dead in a
the water catch a fish or an insect.    This creature they then
take home and place among the sainted dead of the family,
supposing that in this manner the spirit of the departed has
been brought back to the house.     Sometimes the fish or
1 E. M. Gordon, Indian Folk Tales         * E, Thurston, Ethnographic Notes
(London,   1908),   p.   49.     Other ex-      in Southern India (Madras, 1906), p.
planarions of the custom are reported      155; id., Castes and Tribes of Southern
by the writer, but the original motive     India (Madras, 1909), iv. 52.
was probably a desire to secure  the         * W. Crooke, Natives of Northern
reincarnation of the dead child in the     India, p. 202; Censtts of India, i$or,
mother,                                                     vol. xvii Punjab, Part i., Report, by H.
* E. M. Gordon, op. cit. pp. 50 sq.       A. Rose (Simla, 1902), pp. 213 sq.